Novena in Preparation for the Feast of
Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary

By Rev. Lawrence G. Lovasik, S.V.D.
(Novena to take place from November 12-20)

Daily Novena Prayer

Days 1,4 and 7:

Mary, Mother of God, tradition tells us that when you were a very young girl, your parents, Joachim
and Anne, took you to the Temple in Jerusalem to fulfill their vow. The holy couple offered you to God
by the ministry of the priest in charge, who invoked the blessing of God upon you and your parents.
How fervently your mother and father thanked God for having given you to them and begged Him to
accept the offering that they were making! They then left a small offering of silver required by the Law
of Moses.

What a beautiful example for parents to imitate! Their children also belong to God, for they are
His gift. Teach parents to care for their children as God’s sacred trust, to guard them from sin and to
lead them in the way of virtue. May they consider it to be the greatest privilege bestowed upon them
by God to dedicate their sons and daughters to His holy service. Help them to become worthy of this
blessing through their own prayers and good example.

Mary, my Mother;, your first presentation to God, made by the hands of your parents, was an offering most acceptable
in His sight. Let my consecration of myself to God be made under your patronage and assisted by your intercession and in
union with your merits. Amen.

k Mary, Model and Mother of the Cloistered Life, pray for us!
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Days 2, 5 and 8:

Mary, Mother of God, already in your childhood you dedicated yourself to the love and service of God. Led
by divine inspiration to His house, you prepared yourself for your sublime dignity of Divine Motherhood in
silence and solitude with God. Though the designs of God were unknown to you, you nevertheless detached
your heart from the world in order to give all your love to God.

Consecrated to the Lord, you may have remained in the Temple until the age of 12. When you later returned
to your home, you were under the loving care of your mother, Saint Anne. With her you loved to sing the psalms
and canticles of the inspired authors of your nation. From Anne you heard the touching story of the Chosen
People. You learned to read the sacred books by yourself and tried to penetrate their hidden meaning. You often
discussed the coming of the Messiah, since you knew He would be of your race and family.

Mary, my Mother, you were laying the foundation of that hidden life in which, by the practice of the highest virtues, you were to
reach that sublime degree of holiness to which you were predestined as Mother of the Son of God and Mother of all the souls for
whom He was to die. Attentie to the voice of the Holy Spirit, you diligently gathered up all His lessons, preserving them in your soul
with zealous care. Amen.

Mary, Model and Mother of the Cloistered Life, pray for us!

Days 3, 6 and 9:

Mary, Mother of God, may the perfect gift of yourself to God through love in your presentation in the temple
be an inspiration to me. You loved God with your whole heart and mind and strength. Obtain for me the grace
to love God with my whole heart—so that all the love my heart is capable of may be consecrated to Him, and
all other affection subordinated to the love I owe God.

Help me to love God with my whole soul—so that all the faculties of my soul may be consecrated to Him,
and that I may make use of them only to make Him known, loved and served.

Help me to love God with my whole mind—so that my mind may be habitually occupied with God and that I
may value His good pleasure above everything else, above my convenience, above all earthly treasures, above all
knowledge and friendship, above health and life.

Help me to love God with my whole strength—so that I may consecrate undividedly, unreservedly and
continually to His service, my life, my health and all I am and have.

Mary, my Mother; pray that the love of God above all things and detachment from the world and its false pleasures, may also
make my soul the temple of the living God. After your example, I desire to be known to God and unknown to men, to possess God and
to be forgotten by creatures. May God dwell in me and may I lwe to Him alone through frequent Holy Communion and still more
Jrequent prayer so that God may direct my whole life—my thoughts, words and actions—to Hus greater honor and glory. Amen.

Mary, Model and Mother of the Cloistered Life, pray for us!
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